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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 1 - August 7: Michigan 4-H License Plate Promotion Contest
Online
As part of the Michigan State Fair 4-H and Youth Virtual Showcase, youth ages 8-19 are invited to 
create a video or non-video promotional piece encouraging others to purchase the 4-H license plate.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-license-plate-promotion-contest

July 1 - August 7: Michigan 4-H Business Pitch Contest
Online
Participants may present a business they already own, currently operate or hope to start in the future, 
including product, service or community impact ideas. Youth will create a two-minute video pitch 
introducing themselves, explaining their business idea, identifying the problem they are solving, and 
sharing why their product or service stands out.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan4-hbusinesspitchcontest

August 12: Adulting 101 – Roadmap to a Smart Used Car Purchase
Online
Are you wanting to purchase a used car, but have no idea where to start? Learn tips, resources and 
strategies to help you make an informed decision with confidence.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-roadmap-to-a-smart-used-car-purchase

August 13-16: 2025 Michigan 4-H State Horse Show
MSU Pavilion, East Lansing, Mich.
This annual event brings together 4-H members from counties across Michigan. Members are 
selected by their county 4-H programs to participate; spectators are welcome.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-state-horse-show

August 17-20: 4-H Garden Adventures Summer Camp 2026
Traverse City, Mich.
Join us for fun adventures in nature, nurturing resilience, kindness, community and creativity, This 
camp is designed to encourage sustainability and growth from the inside out through a fun and 
engaging hands-on approach. Register by August 17. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-garden-adventures-summer-camp-2026-session-2

September 9: Welcome Back MSU 4-H Alumni Reception
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing, Mich.
Join MSU Extension for the ninth annual Welcome Back MSU 4-H Alumni Reception. If you are a 
current or former 4-H’er attending MSU this fall, stop by the Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens from 
5:30 - 7:00 p.m. for networking and free dinner! 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-welcome-week-4-h-alumni-reception

Building work 
readiness skills 

through 4-H 

4-H programs create intentional 
opportunities for youth to build 
essential work readiness skills 
that prepare them for future 
success. Through structured, 
hands-on activities, young 
people practice communication, 
collaboration, problem solving 
and time management. 
Volunteers play a key role by 
guiding youth through meaningful 
tasks, helping them set goals, 
and encouraging personal 
responsibility and follow through.

As youth take on leadership 
roles, complete project work, and 
participate in real-world or 
simulated experiences, they 
begin to demonstrate growth in 
professionalism, work ethic and 
organizational skills. Every 
activity can help youth connect 
what they are learning in 4-H to 
what will be expected of them in 
the workplace. 

How is your club helping youth 
build the skills they need to be 
work ready? 

#BeyondReady 



STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
Michigan 4-H alumni & supporters invited to get connected by the clover!

As a valuable member of the Michigan 4-H community, you already know the importance 
of the 4-H connection. We invite those age 18 and older to take that 4-H connection one 
step further by joining a new statewide community of 4-H supporters: Michigan 4-H 
Alumni & Friends. 

The Michigan 4-H Alumni & Friends database will connect 4-H families, alumni, 
volunteers, supporters and others across Michigan with one another – connecting them 
by the clover! We hope you will take a few moments to sign-up for this free community 
and grow your connection.

As a member of Michigan 4-H Alumni & Friends, you will receive information about 
opportunities to support 4-H youth and programs; 4-H programming and participants; 
upcoming events for the Michigan 4-H Alumni & Friends community and more!.

Going home: Biosecurity tips for animals that travel off the farm
Adapted from: https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/biosecurity_tips_for_animals_that_went_to_the_county_fair.

Animals that are exhibited at the county fair, jackpot shows, and other exhibitions are likely near and dear to their exhibitor’s hearts.
Michigan State University Extension offers these biosecurity steps exhibitors can take to protect their show animals and those that were 
left at home once the event has ended.

• Keep animals that left home separate from animals that did not for a minimum of 14 days. If at all possible, do not allow nose-to-nose 
contact and provide as much distance between animals.

• Disinfect all buckets, feeders, tools and footwear that left home.
• Throw away any feed or hay that left home.
• Always wear clean clothes and footwear. Boot coverings may be helpful when caring for isolated animals.
• Take care of animals that stayed home from the show first, and animals that were at the show second. Do not go back and forth

between animals as this increases the risk of cross-contamination.
• Do not eat or drink in the barn.
• Observe animals daily for signs and symptoms of illness, such as: 

• Obvious pain or discomfort
• Decrease in appetite and water intake
• Fever
• Lethargy
• Diarrhea or changes in consistency in manure
• Discharge from nasal cavity or eyes
• Overall weakness

Care of animals after traveling is just as critical as their pre-show care. Exhibited animals were exposed 
to new animal populations and fair-goers, and will typically experience a lot of stress during their time 
away from home. By practicing these biosecurity steps, you can help keep all of your animals safe and 
healthy.

Michigan 4-H Alumni & Friends is open to anyone age 18+ who cares about Michigan 4-H: 4-H parents, staff members, volunteers, 
grandparents, supporters, partner organization representatives, donors and more. Learn more about Michigan 4-H Alumni & Friends 
and find the link to join by visiting extension.msu.edu/Michigan4HA&F.






